
Dragons are 2A State Runners-up

Written by April Peregoy

    Coming up only three points short of taking the state title, 

Holyoke’s Dragon basketball team claimed runner-up honors at the Colorado State Basketball
Tournament at Pueblo on Saturday, March 14. In Saturday’s championship game, the Colorado
Springs Kodiaks took the first lead of the game and never trailed, topping the Dragons 42-39 for
the state title.
    The game ended the Dragon basketball season with an impressive 25-2 record, and put the
team in the CHSAA record book for holding its opponents to an average 34.30 points per game
during the season—the lowest in Colorado basketball history.
    “This is the best scoring defensive team I’ve ever had,” said coach John Baumgartner. “The
great thing about them is they play for each other. It will be hard for the seniors to leave us.
They will leave big holes for us to fill next year.”
    About the championship game, Baumgartner said, “They played their hearts out. As a coach,
I feel bad for my kids because they deserved to win. They worked their butts off all season.”
    He added he thought his players did well on Saturday, they just couldn’t get their shots to fall.
“We can’t be ashamed,” he said. “It wasn’t a bad game for us, we just lost to a great team who
played a little better than us that day.”
    Scoring was tight in the first quarter, with CSS hitting the first three of the night, quickly
followed by another from Evan Swanson to tie the score. Two more times in the period, the
Kodiaks pushed ahead only to have the Dragons catch up. At the end of the first eight minutes,
CSS led by two, 11-9.
    First half of the second quarter played out much the same way as the first, with Holyoke
catching up to the Kodiaks at 15. However, CSS used the rest of the period to extend the lead
to six, with the score 24-18 as the teams headed into the locker rooms at halftime.
    In the third, the Kodiaks maintained their six-point advantage, despite the efforts of Kyle
Carper, who scored three two-pointers. It was a low-scoring quarter for both teams, with each
adding only six to the scoreboard.
    Heading into the final stretch, Evan Swanson kept the Dragons within reach with a
three-pointer. But again, thanks largely to DeLovell Earls, CSS pushed ahead to 36 points,
leaving the Dragons facing a nine-point deficit with 4:33 remaining on the clock.
    “That Earls kid is tough,” said Baumgartner. We played good defense on him in the first and
third quarters, but unfortunately, not so well in the second and fourth.”
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    This time, it was Holyoke’s turn to have the momentum as Carper dodged the Kodiakdefense to put up seven points for his team, bringing them within two with 2:28 left in the game.During the next CSS possession, Swanson forced the jump ball, turning possession back overto the Dragons. However, Earls then stole it to add another two for CSS. Carper answered witha two for Holyoke, but Earls again followed up with a two-pointer of his own.    Down by four with only a minute left in the game, Swanson hit another three, bringing theDragons within one point. Carper then got a steal and was fouled with only 20 seconds on theclock. Unfortunately, he couldn’t get the ball in the hoop and CSS once again had control. RyanBaumgartner fouled Andre Brown, sending him to the line with eight seconds left to play. Heconnected on both free throws.    Holyoke’s final shot came up short, allowing Colorado Springs to hold on to the win and thestate championship title.    Carper led the team with 21 points, followed by Swanson with 11. The Dragon team was 16for 39 in field goal shooting for a 41 percent average. CSS was 15 for 31 for a 48 percentaverage.    Rebounding stats show HHS did not do as well as usual, grabbing only 14 balls, compared tothe Kodiaks’ 24. Michal Brown pulled down the most with four.     Defensively, Holyoke had a good game, causing 16 turnovers, six blocked shots and 11steals. CSS had only six steals and no blocked shots.Holyoke 39, CS School 42

        2    3    FT    F    TP                         FGTharp    2    0    0-0    4    4Baumgartner    0    1    0-0    3    3Carper    9    0    3-4    1    21Krueger    0    0    0-0    1    0Brown    0    0    0-0    1    0Swanson    1    3    0-0    2    11TEAM    12    4    3-4    12    39CS SchoolMartinez    0    1    0-0    2    3Gilbert    2    1    0-0    4    7Brown    2    0    4-4    3    8Earls    7    1    3-6    2    20Dailey    1    0    2-2    1    4    TEAM    12    3    9-12    12    42    Scoring By QuartersHolyoke    9    9    6    15    --39CS School    11    13    6    12    --42    On the season as a whole, and especially during the state tournament, coach Baumgartnerhad a final thank-you for the fans. “We’ve loved the support,” he said. “It was unbelievable howmany came out to Pueblo to watch us, and we appreciated it. The team was truly touched byhow many community members and school staff came to support us.”  
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